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who had come from the South and had seen slavery at first hand. Many
of them heartily sympathized with slavery; and they made southern
Indiana and southern Illinois proslavery. But there were others, fre-
quently people of religious bent, dominated by the prevailing Protes-
tantism, who thought otherwise. They hated the personal demoraliza-
tion sometimes manifested by such slave owners as could not maintain
their moral integrity under the strain of owning human beings. These
westerners opposed the spread of slavery as they would leprosy. Others
had left the South because they could not prosper in competition with
slave labor. They did not or would not own slaves and could not com-
pete with those who did.
Another factor sharpening antislaveryism was the political, economic,
and social competition which marked the development of each of the
Ohio valley states. Here migrants from New England, from the middle
states, and from the South met to vie with one another for leadership
and wealth in the new communities. Their differences in background
and attitude upon occasion stimulated antagonism. Here New England-
ism made its divisive contribution, and those who had fled the South
to escape slavery and competition with its supporters added their anti-
slaveryism. The middle western sum of the two was in many cases more
intense and fanatical than any eastern emotion; it was tragically divisive,
bound to be destructive of national cohesion. Especially in Ohio and in
Kansas, people swayed by these attitudes displayed a sense of aloofness,
of moral inflexibility, of superiority, and of hatred of the sin of slavery
which became more powerful political factors there than in the older
regions. When such settlers met southern immigrants and struggled
with them over the control of the government and the institutions of
the western regions, blood would flow.
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The danger in the conflict between these varying attitudes lay in the
fact that metropolitanism, territorialism, New Englandism, and anti-
slaveryism were in the process of becoming united in a general hatred
of southernism. The South was constantly aware of this convergence
of opposition and reacted in a fashion also threatening to the future of